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For instance, the principle of utility,—the doctrine that all things are good or evil, by
virtue solely of the pleasure or the pain which they produce,—is as broadly stated,
and as emphatically maintained against Protagoras by Socrates, in the dialogue, as it

ever was by Epicurus or Bentham. (The Protagoras, CW XI)
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That theory is, in point of fact, identical with the theory expounded by the Platonic
Sokrates in Plato’s Protagoras. The general features of both are the same. Sokrates
there lays it down explicitly, that pleasure per se is always good, and pain per se
always evil: that there is no other good (per se) except pleasure and diminution of
pain — no other evil (per se) except pain and diminution of pleasure: that there is no
other object in life except to live through it as much as possible with pleasures and

without pains.
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This point of the theory, however, coincides again with the doctrine of the Platonic
Sokrates in the Protagoras: where the art of calculation is extolled simply as an

indispensable condition to the most precious results of human happiness.
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Take the Gorgias and the Protagoras: both these two dialogues are among the most
renowned of the catalogue: both have escaped all suspicion as to legitimacy [...]. In
the Protagoras, Sokrates maintains an elaborate argument to prove, against the
unwilling Protagoras, that the Good is identical with the Pleasurable, and the Evil
identical with the Painful — in the Gorgias, Sokrates holds an argument equally
elaborate, to show that Good is essentially different from Pleasurable, Evil from
Painful. What the one affirms, the other denies. [...] Since the critics all concur in
disregarding these internal objections, as insufficient to raise even a suspicion against
the Protagoras, I cannot concur with them when they urge the like objections as valid

and irresistible against other dialogues.
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Plato is to be found in all and each of the dialogues, not in an imaginary type
abstracted from some to the exclusion of the rest. The critics reverence so much this
type of their own creation, that they insist on bringing out a result consistent with it,
either by interpretation specially contrived, or by repudiating what will not
harmonise. Such sacrifice of the inherent diversity, and separate individuality, of the
dialogues, to the maintenance of a supposed unity of type, style, or purpose, appears
to me an error. In fact, there exists, for us, no personal Plato any more than there is a
personal Shakespeare. Plato (except in the Epistolee) never appears before us, nor
gives us any opinion as his own: he is the unseen prompter of different characters

who converse aloud in a number of distinct dramas — each drama a separate work,



manifesting its own point of view, affirmative or negative, consistent or inconsistent

with the others, as the case may be.
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[~~~ 2NfEiRX] Handle nur nach derjenigen Maxime, durch die du zugleich wollen

kannst, dass sie ein allgemeines Gesetz werde.

[N% >~ Q#KE] Act only on that maxim whereby thou canst at the same time will

that it should become a universal law.
[=2 @#EK] So act, that the rule on which thou actest would admit of being

adopted as a law by all rational beings.
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